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Built Together in Christ 

Resurrection Gifts
In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
1 Peter 1:3b

The resurrection of Jesus is the greatest event in history, 
because everyone’s eternity is affected by it, whether they believe in it 
or not. Those who wholeheartedly embrace it as the cornerstone of 
their faith believe, as Paul wrote, “Christ has indeed been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20).

To believe in the resurrection is one thing. To realize by faith 
the gifts we receive because of it is another. In one of his sermons for 
the Sunday after Easter, Martin Luther said, “It is not sufficient simply 
to believe Christ rose from the dead...but you must believe that He 
rose for your sake, for your benefit, and was not glorified for His own 
sake; but that He might help you and all who believe in Him...”  Some 
of the benefits we receive are:

Eternal salvation. “If you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is 
Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

A resurrection like His. In Baptism, we are baptized into 
Christ’s death and buried with Him (Rom. 6:2); Paul goes on to say 
that “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection” (6:5).

Justification. God no longer counts our sins against us because 
of Jesus: “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised 
to life for our justification” (Rom. 4:25).

Victory over sin and death. “The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:56-57). 

Peace. John 20:26 says, “Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  Luther 
compares Jesus going through this door to stand with His disciples to 
His coming to us in the Word and standing within us in our hearts by 
faith, giving us the peace that transcends human understanding: “And 
when he thus stands within our hearts, we at once hear his loving voice 
saying to the troubled conscience: Peace, there is no danger, your sins 
are forgiven and blotted out and they shall harm you no more.”

Praise God that He has given us all this and more through the 
resurrection of His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ! 

	
In Christ,
Mark Bolton

 Calendar of 
Church Events    

Week of April 23

TODAY
Sunday School/Bible Class      9:00 am
Worship                                  10:00 am

MONDAY, April 24
Church Council, DR                  7:00 pm
 
WEDNESDAY, April 26
School Chapel         8:30 am
Women’s Bible Study, DR        9:30 am

THURSDAY, April 27
Confirmation Banquet, DR       6:00 pm
Handbells         6:15 pm
Worship Team                           7:15 pm
Sanctuary Choir                        7:30 pm

SUNDAY, April 30
Sunday School/Bible Class      9:00 am
Worship                                  10:00 am
       Confirmation of Youth

Attendance - April 16

7:00 am - 93
10:00 am - 268

School Open Houses
Tuesday, May 16
Thursday, May 18

5:00-8:00 pm
Kindergarten Round-ups

6:30 pm
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Thank You - We would like to thank our dear St. 
Paul friends for all of the cards, prayers, call, visits 
and meals while we were under the weather. The 
good Lord help us tremendously.
          Jackie Brooks and Berta Wilhelm

Thank you to everyone who took part in the Forty 
Days Forty Items. I lost count of the number of bags 
and boxes that were taken to Franklin Avenue 
Mission. You decluttered your homes and helped 
others. If you still have bags, bring them in or call 
Sherl Kah 810.240.2586.

Spring Flower Sales - Our St. Paul Grades 1 - 7 
Students are selling beautiful spring plants including 
flats, hanging baskets, patio pots and potted plants. 
Order forms are available at the Information Center and 
in the office. Orders are due Friday, May 5 and items 
must be picked up  on Friday, May 12, 3:00-6:00 pm. 
Money is due Monday, May 22. This is a fundraiser for 
each class’s 8th grade Washington, DC trip.

Pastoral Care - Please call the office if you need some 
type of pastoral care - hospital visits, shut-in 
visits/Holy Communion, etc. Some of our area pastors 
are available for the care of our members if needed. 

National Day of Prayer Breakfast - Thursday, May 
4, 7:30-9:00 am at Flushing Valley Country  Club. 
Tickets - $15 each - will be available before and after 
Sunday services on April 23 and 30.

“Brunch and Brushstrokes” - Note Date Change - 
Sunday, May 7, 12:30 pm. Mother’s Day  Celebration 
Painting Party for all moms, children, sisters, aunts, 
best friends. Join us in our gym as we are guided 
through a lovely painting session after enjoying a 
light brunch with the ones we love. Cost is $30 per 
person. Registration form and payment is due by May 
1. Sponsored by our PTO.

Franklin Avenue Mission News - May 16 & 18 are 
the next dates volunteers from St. Paul are welcome 
to serve at the mission. Take a look at the list in the 
hallway for the times and opportunities.

Seniors of St. Paul (SOS) [formerly called Retreads] 
will meet on Tuesday, May 16, 11:30 at Ruggero’s 
Restaurant on Corunna Rd. Please call Bob or Shirley 
Florine, 810-635-8764, on or before May 15 to make 
your reservation. We’ll be happy to reserve a place 
for you at a table in our private room.

Voter’s Meeting - May 21. The following Church 
Council positions will be open:  President, Directors 
of Trustees, Evangelism, Christian Growth, Family 
Life, Elders and Christian Education. The budget for 
the 2017-18 fiscal year will also be voted on.

Michigan District-wide 500th Anniversary 
Reformation Worship Service - On Sunday, 
October 15, 2017, 10,000 Lutherans from all over the 
state of Michigan will gather at the Breslin Center on 

the campus of Michigan State University for a 
once-in-a-lifetime worship event as they celebrate the 
500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. 
We are looking for volunteers to serve on the setup 
team on Saturday, as greeters and ushers, and as the 
tear-down crew on Sunday night. All volunteers 
receive a free commemorative t-shirt. To sign up, 
click here.

Save Box Tops and Bueche’s Receipts and drop 
them off at the office. Both help our school earn 
funds to offset expenses. (Note - Bueche’s Receipts 
must say “Kids Amt 2017” at the bottom.)

Endowment Fund Grants - The Endowment Fund 
has awarded a total of $29,690 in grants with income 
earned in 2016. The Fund was able to grant monies to 
8 applicants. The recipients were: Youth “A Mission 
Experience,” Mobile Food Pantry, Health Fairs, VBS, 
Junior and Sr. High Youth Gatherings, School 
Marketing Plan, and School Student Scholarships. 
Thanks be to God for this great blessing.

Movie Night - May 12, 6:00 pm  
“The Story of David Ring”

Pizza, Popcorn & Pop
David was born with cerebral palsy. Orphaned at age 
14, he was cast  about from family to family with 
nowhere to call home. He endured continual physical 
pain, humiliating public ridicule and constant 
discouragement. In the face of these obstacles, David 
emerged victorious! Life was worse than hopeless to 
him until his relationship  with Jesus Christ began. As 
one who has not been stifled by  his physical 
limitations, he clearly states his challenge to everyone, 
“I have cerebral palsy - what’s your problem?”

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Save the date for VBS:

June 19-23 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Theme - Mighty Fortress: In Jesus the Victory is Won

VBS can't happen without YOU!
Please ask Pastor how you can help 

or contact Becky Belill

Outreach Corner - John 20:19-31: On Easter Sunday, 
Jesus appeared to His disciples when Thomas was 
absent. In joy, the disciples told Thomas, “We have 
seen the Lord!” Their witness was true even though 
Thomas at first doubted. Just because someone does 
not believe our witness to Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior should not discourage us from sharing our faith 
o p e n l y a n d b o l d l y .  S h a r i n g i s o u r 
challenge! Changing hearts is God’s work! And thanks 
be to God, we have a patient and compassionate 
Savior who welcomes and encourages us in our doubts 
to “poke and prod” and says, “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet believe!” Pray for the 
opportunity  to share your faith with someone who is 
doubting and ask the Holy Spirit to work mightily  to 
change their heart.  God is faithful and His Word 
works miracles of faith every day.
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